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Leading The Way outdoors
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ABOUT US

The Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center (The Ranch) is
a $33 million, one-of-a-kind, educational and recreational
camping facility tucked into the hills of Orange, California.
The Ranch provides year-round opportunities for children
to learn about, appreciate, respect and enjoy the region’s
natural resources and environment through rst-hand
wilderness experiences, all right here in Orange County!

The Ranch’s day and overnight academic programs for
grades 4-8 are aligned to California State Content
Standards and focus on science and social studies while
also meeting standards in language arts, math, physical
education and visual and performing arts. We use
hands-on teaching methods to thoroughly engage
students in learning and problem solving and help
students understand important content standards by
making meaningful, real-world connections.

On weekends and in the summer months, The Ranch
features traditional summer camp activities, science
camps and programs designed to meet the needs of
youth organizations.

THEMED ACTIVITY AREAS

The Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center has three
themed educational areas — Astronomy and Science Camp,
Mining Camp and Ranch Camp. Each themed area has two
bunkhouses that accommodate 48 guests each with clean
and modern restrooms and a common area.

The Astronomy and Science Campboasts two, 11.5 inch
Celestron telescopes. Children experience the thrills of
space discovery and the world beyond their reach.
Activities at the Astronomy and Science Camp excite
students’ interest in science and technology. Areas of study
include: astronomy, aerospace, aviation, math and physical
science.

The Mining Camp features a 3,500 square foot mine with
two shafts and a crank-operated lift. Students don miner’s
helmets and use hand tools to dig for ore, pan for gold
and crack open geodes. Areas of study include: geology,
engineering, physical geography and earth science.

The Ranch Camphas a 188 tree citrus grove with 31
varieties of citrus, organic garden beds with crops
traditionally grown in Orange County and a wind and solar
powered well. Areas of study include: plants, animals,
agriculture techniques, land management, water quality,
nutrition, food chains, hydroponics, aquaculture and life
science.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY AREAS

The adventure continues at many activity areas: high and
low ropes courses, zip lines, swimming pools, water slide,
BB and archery ranges, an outdoor amphitheater, miles of
hiking trails, a nature center, tent camping areas and
meeting rooms. Participants will eat in Harrison Hall, our
beautiful 10,000 square foot dining hall.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Administration O ce is open Monday - Saturday from
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Programs are o ered year-round,
seven days a week, excluding holidays. Register by calling
(800) 436-2119.

GETTING HERE

The Ranch is located at 2 Irvine Park Road, Orange, CA
92869. Visitors are furnished with a gate code for Irvine
Regional Park and The Ranch’s entrance. Parking is free.
Handicapped parking is available.

Irvine Outdoor
Regional Education
Park Center
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STORIES IN THE SCRUB

FOUR NIGHT RESIDENT CAMP

GRADES: 4-8

$320/student

Stories in the Scrub, our exciting, four-night resident camp, is
comprised of days in the foothills where students experience
physical, earth and life science principles through hands-on
lessons, outdoor activities and team building games. Stories in
the Scrub is rich in content and addresses over 100 California
State Standards. Gains in student learning are noteworthy and are
measured through pre and post assessment activities. Resident
programs include delicious meals prepared by our Executive Chef
and lodging in our new bunkhouses. Groups arrive at 10:30 a.m. —
on the rst day and depart at 10:00 a.m. on the last day. Programs &
for schools can include pool time upon request.
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Need something shorter? Please call for information on our two
and three-night programs.

Mornings

In the morning, students embark on a naturalist-led hike along
the Santiago Creek to discover the wonders that lie below the
ground and the evidence that paints a scienti ¢ record of the
earth’s cycles and changes. While hiking up Koll Mountain,
children study the ora, fauna and ecosystems of the hillsides.
During the physical science hike students embark on a planetary
walk and explore our expansive solar panel arrays while learning
about astronomy, electricity and everything in between. The
physical science hike culminates with a ride on the zip line.
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Afternoons

The afternoon immerses students in the culture and science of
our themed camps. Students become the miners and forty-niners
of the gold rush era, panning for gold, assaying their ndings and
digging for coal while learning California mining history rst-
hand. As ranchers, students experience life on the rancho as they
explore citriculture in our citrus grove, learn roping, leather
working, agriculture, composting, sustainability and more. And
lastly, our mad scientists delight their senses and stimulate their
imagination with wild, weird and wacky experiments in our
research laboratory.
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Evenings

Evenings are never dull with activities such as: astronomy shows,
a night in the Lucy Lou Mine, a hoe-down square dance, arts and
crafts, night time treasure hunt and a good-bye camp re with
songs, skits, s'mores and memories to last a lifetime.
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HALF-DAY IMMERSION PROGRAMS
GRADES: 4-8

Each of our half-day immersion programs addresses over
20 California State Standards.Day programs are from
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. and students bring a sack lunch.

MAD SCIENTIST

Experience out-of-this-world wonders at the Astronomy and
Science Camp. The Mad Scientist program focuses on
physical science concepts. Students examine reballs and
microwaves and utilize the shocking power of fruit to light
up a room. Physical science has never been this much fun!
Bring a sack lunch.

Fee: $20/student; $30 with team building and zip line

ADVENTURE IN BLACKSTAR MINE

Adventure in Blackstar Mine takes place in the Mining Camp
and includes an emphasis on Gold Rush history and earth
sciences. Students climb down into the Lucy-Lou Mine to
learn about earthquakes, plate tectonics, fossil fuels, mining,
rocks and minerals in a fun, hands-on fashion. Bring a sack
lunch and be ready to get your overalls dirty!

Fee: $20/student; $30 with team building and zip line

DAY ON THE RANCHO

Mosey on over to the Ranch Camp for a Day on the Rancho.
This program includes an emphasis on California early settler
history and life science concepts. Students explore the citrus
grove, vegetable garden, visit our windmill and solar

powered well and learn about soil, compost, plant anatomy,
photosynthesis, pollination, pests and the water cycle. Bring
a sack lunch and get ready for a taste of the good ole days!
Fee: $20/student; $30 with team building and zip line

Team building and zip line activities can be added to all
programs for an additional $10 per student. Please allow an
extra one to two hours, depending on your group size, to
complete these additional activities.
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PLANT ECOLOGY AND EVOLUTION

The interdependence of Earthis systems and global
changes and their consequences are highlighted.
Students examine the ecology and evolution of plants in
the citrus grove and garden. They collect data and
analyze the e"ects of exotic plant invasions during
hands-on #eld experiments. Simple statistical analysis is
performed to learn the relationships between data sets.
This program can be tailored for Advanced Placement
Environmental Science students.

Fee: $20/student; $30 with team building and zip line

C.O.PE. COURSE |
Enhance the experience with team building on our

C.O.PE. course. C.0.P.E. is an acronym for Challenging

Outdoor Personal Experience and our course provides

just that  personal challenges that are overcome through

UFBNXPSL DPNNVOJDBUJPO MFBEFSTIJQ QSPCMFN TPMWJOH
QMBOOJOH EFDJTJPO NBLJOH USVTU BOE TFMG FTUFFN 0VS
high and low C.O.P.E. courses are designed to be safe, yet

also exciting and, at times, extremely challenging to

complete.

ABOUT THE STAFF

RETREATS, SPECIAL EVENTS AND THE C.O.P.E. COURSHDur sta” members are trained naturalists, holding college
The Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center is the perfect  degrees and/or master's degrees in a variety of disciplines
venue for student body retreats, award ceremonies, end  related to our programs' subject matter. Sta” members
of year parties and other special events. The Ranch o"ers:  possess First Aid and CPR certification, as well as training
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of-the-art audio visual system committed to ensuring that your students have a fun and
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